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What does having a Special Educational Need mean? 

A child or young person has SEN (Special Educational Needs) if they have a learning 

difficulty or disability, which calls for special educational provision to be made for 

them. A child of compulsory school age or a young person has a learning difficulty or 

disability if they: 

 

(a) have a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of 

the same age; or 

 

(b) have a disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of     

educational facilities of a kind generally provided for others of the same age in 

mainstream schools or mainstream post-16 institutions. 

(SEND Code of Practice, 2014) 

 

Salisbury Road is part of a Learning Academy Trust working alongside seven other 

schools within the City of Plymouth. We are continually working together, sharing 

knowledge and expertise in order to further strengthen our existing skills in supporting 

children with SEN.  

 

 

 



The four broad areas of need are: 

1) Communication and Interaction 

2) Cognition and Learning 

3) Social, Emotional and Mental Health difficulties 

4) Sensory and / or physical needs 

 

 

 

 

 

Salisbury Road’s Vision Statement is about, ‘Inspiring every child on their journey to 

become successful and resilient learners in a caring community.’ We believe that 

parents and carers are their child’s most important educator and we seek to support 

you, as you help your child through their next steps in learning.  

 

We want our children: 

 To be proud of our school; 

 To have high self-esteem; 

 To become citizens who appreciate the diversity of their community and the 

wider world; 

 To be happy and fulfilled; 

 To have the attitude, skills and knowledge to become successful people. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



At Salisbury Road Primary School, we embrace the fact that every child is different. 

We strive to ensure that all pupils, regardless of their specific needs, make the best 

possible progress at our school. 

The aim of this report is to provide information about our provision for children with 

Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) and answer the following questions: 

 What does having a Special Educational Need (SEN) mean? 

 How do the staff at Salisbury Road Primary School identify that a child has a 

special educational need? 

 Who are the best people to talk to in this school, if I think my child might have 

a Special Educational Need (SEN) and how do I contact them? 

 What training or specialist expertise do our staff have around SEN? 

 Where can I find out information about the approach for pupils with SEN and 

what support we provide? 

 What further external support can the school access to support children with 

additional needs and their families? 

 How are parents/carers and children with SEN supported to share their views 

and concerns and work alongside the school? 

 Who is the person I should talk to if I have a concern about the support being 

provided for my child at the school? 

 How can I share my concerns or make a complaint? 

 Where can I find information about the Local Authority’s Local Offer for 

children and young people with SEN and their families? 

 How accessible is Salisbury Road Primary? 

 How do the school support children with SEN and their families when they join 

or leave the school? (transition).  

 

Executive- Head teacher: Mrs Ciara Moran 

Responsible for 

 

The day-to-day management of all aspects of the school; this includes the support for 

children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities. 

The Head teacher will give responsibility to the SENDCO and class teachers, but is still 

responsible for ensuring that your child’s needs are met. 

The governing body are updated on the SEND policy in meetings with the Head teacher 

and the SEN Governor has regular contact with the SENDCO.   

 



How do the staff at Salisbury Road Primary School identify that a child 

has a special educational need? 

At Salisbury Road the progress and attainment of all pupils is reviewed termly (6 times 

a year) by the Senior Leadership Team who may change support to meet the identified 

need. Children’s progress is measured against National Curriculum Expectations for 

their Year group. Some children may not yet be secure with the expectations from a 

previous year group, so steps to support them will be planned appropriately during 

termly pupil progress meetings.  

If your child is receiving additional support for their learning through small group or 1:1 

sessions, the impact of this support will also be monitored and this can be discussed 

with your child’s class teacher at Parents Evenings, or at other times during the year as 

required. The school’s pastoral team also meet monthly to discuss additional support 

that may be taking place or required to support children and their families. 

If a teacher has a concern they refer directly to the SENDCO after talking with 

parents using a ‘raising concerns form’.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Graduated Response to SEN shown below is a 4-part cycle through which earlier 

decisions and actions are revisited and refined, leading to a growing understanding for 

pupils’ needs and of what supports the pupil in making good progress. 
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What would Salisbury Road Primary do if my child was not making the 

expected level of progress in any aspect of school life? 

The following actions are taken: 

 Parents/Carers and the pupil will be consulted during specifically arranged 

meetings or during Parent/Carer evenings throughout the year. 

 A plan will be made to adapt teaching to meet your child’s learning needs (if 

required) - an Individual Education Plan (IEP) or Intervention Plan will be used to 

target support. 

 Observations are used along with other assessments to establish what support is 

needed (including the use of resources). 

 If needed, we will seek the advice of specialist agencies, e.g. Children’s Speech 

and Language Service, Educational Phycologists, the Communication and 

Interaction Team etc.  

 Individual support will be monitored and IEP’s will have regular reviews 

 Carefully managed transitions between year groups are considered for children 

with SEND.  

What does an IEP look like?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How accessible is Salisbury Road for a child with SEND? 

Salisbury Road School was built during Victorian times. The playgrounds are mainly 

sloping due to the site and there are many staircases to the different floors in the 

building.  The school can be accessed in the front playground via a ramp and the front 

desk can be made accessible to wheelchair users upon request, as the doors can be 

opened and a member of staff can meet you in reception. 

We ensure wherever possible that equipment used is accessible to all children 

regardless of their needs.  



• Salisbury Road Primary is fully accessible to all children and we will make any reasonable 

adjustments where needed and there is a lift to all floors. 

• There is a disabled toilet in the school. 

• Enrichment activities are available to all pupils. 

• After-school provision and extra-curricular activities are made accessible for all children with 

school staff making reasonable adjustments if needed. 

• Visual timetables are used in every class. 

• A multi-sensory approach to learning is used to support learning when appropriate. 

• A ‘quiet space’ is available to the children when it is necessary. 

• The start and end of day routines can be adapted slightly to suit need. 

How does the school support children with SEN and their families when they 

join or leave the school? 

Joiners 

Parents, nurseries, professionals and the Local Authority contact the school to arrange 

enhanced transition meetings for children coming into the foundation stage. Members 

of our staff visit and meet children in their nursery settings and children and their 

parents are invited into school for activities in the summer term prior to pupils starting 

school. Some children have additional visits if they require enhanced support. 

When pupils join or leave our school in different year groups SEN information is passed 

on to the receiving school and if the transfer is a local school a meeting is organised 

with the SENCO - to exchange relevant information about the pupil’s needs. 

Leavers - Year 5 children with identified needs and who might have a statement of 

SEN are discussed at meetings with the SENCO, teachers, parents, pupils and 

professionals about suitable senior school settings. 

Year 6 pupils who require additional support have additional transition visits to 

receiving senior schools. They also receive additional transition support in school. 

Records of SEN support are provided for the receiving senior schools. See the 

transition triangle below to see the different levels of transition provided:  

 

 

 

 



Who are the best people to talk to in this school if I think my child might 

have a special educational need and how do I contact them? 

We encourage you to share any concerns that you may have about your child as soon as 

possible. You can do this by contacting any of the following members of staff: 

Your child’s class teacher(s) are responsible for teaching children with special 

educational needs and disability and are happy to discuss any concerns you may have.  

The Pastoral support team 

 

Our Executive Head Teacher- Ciara Moran             Head of School- Emma Benton  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SENDCO- Kerry White                          Family Liaison Officer (FLO) – Maria Mirza 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Granville-West is our School Governors monitoring SEN:  

 

 

 

“I am Ruth Granville-West and I was co-opted as a parent governor in July 2018. I am a mum of 

three children, all currently attending Salisbury Road Primary and I have a background in 

Primary School teaching. I believe that the staff at Salisbury Road Primary work extremely 

hard to ensure the children's learning and welfare are the best they can be and are always open 

to improvement. I am keen to work with and assist the staff at Salisbury Road Primary in 

maintaining this continual improvement.” 



Contact: - Class teachers, the SENDCO, our governors and Head teacher can all be 

contacted: 
 

By phone: (01752) 660566.  

By email: salisbury.road.primary.school@plymouth.gov.uk 

School website: http://www.salisburyroad.plymouth.sch.uk/contact-details/   

 

If you would like an appointment to meet with any of these members of staff, please 

drop into our school office. Alternatively, you will find contact details on our school 

website.  

 

Who is the person responsible for children and young people with SEND? 

 

Kerry White is the Special Educational Needs Coordinator and a class teacher at 

Salisbury Road Primary School. She coordinates and monitors provision for children 

with SEN across the school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello, I am Mrs White (left) the school SENDCO (Special Educational Needs and 

Disability Coordinator). I work in the pastoral team with Mrs Mirza (right), who is our 

ELSA (Emotional, Literacy, and Support- Assistant) and FLO (Family Liaison Officer).  

At Salisbury Road, our mission is to create a highly inclusive, happy, courageous and 

stimulating learning environment in which ALL members of the school community can 

grow in self-esteem and develop to their full potential.   

We are an inclusive school that embrace the fact that every child is unique and with 

different aspirations, therefore we appreciate that the educational needs of every 

child can vary. Even more so for children with Special Educational Needs and 

Disabilities (SEND). 

We believe the most important factor in raising educational outcomes, whatever a 

young person’s needs, is through high quality classroom teaching. Due to the inclusive 

systems available to all students at Salisbury Road, most students with additional needs 
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will not require specialist SEN provision, as they are able to make progress whilst 

utilising whole school systems.   

At all times, parents’ co-operation and involvement in their child’s development is highly 

valued and considered essential if children are to realise their full potential. 

The information in this report should help to answer any questions you may have about 

SEND at Salisbury Road Primary School. If you have any questions then please contact 

us, we are happy to help and are enthusiastic about providing support. 

Our door is always open. Please see the information below on how to contact our team: 

Email Mrs White -white@salisburyroad.plymouth.sch.uk  

Email Mrs Mirza - maria.mirza@salisburyroad.co.uk  

Tel:  01752 660566 or 825960 

What training or specialist expertise do your staff have around SEN? 

Class teachers continuously provide input via excellent targeted classroom provision - 

also known as ‘High Quality Teaching’. All teaching staff have QTS (Qualified Teacher 

Status) and school staff have been trained to provide a variety of support. Where a 

training need is identified, the school is committed to ensuring that the training need is 

addressed. We regularly refresh our knowledge through In-Service Training (INSET) 

sessions after school and attend courses.  

Recent training for our school staff has included: 

 Child protection – 2017/2018 & 2018/2019 

 Precision teaching (both reading and advanced) – September 2019 

 Homunculi approach – May 2019 

 Therapeutic play – June 2019 

 Lego Therapy – June & November 2018 

 ELSA training – 2017/2018 & 2018/2019 

 The SEN Code of Practice and high quality teaching 

 The Graduated Response at Salisbury Road and provision maps – June 2019 

 TA questioning – June 2018 

 Attachment – May 2018 

 Individual Educational Plans (IEP’s) – June 2019 

 Autism – November 2018 

Mrs White attends the Plymouth SENDCO Briefings. Information from these briefings 

are also shared with staff. 
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The SENDCO is accredited with the NASENCO qualification at Masters Level from 

Plymouth University. Specialist areas of study include: Social and Emotional Needs, 

SENCO co-ordinator, Autism and attachment.  

 

Learning Mentor   

 

 

 

Hello, my name is Karen and I am the Learning Mentor for Salisbury Road Primary 

School I am looking forward to building good working relationships with Salisbury Road 

children and staff. 

I have been a Learning Mentor for 8 years with Plymouth Excellence Cluster (PEC) 

working to remove barriers to learning such as self-esteem, friendships, social skills, 

concentration and supporting transition between classes and Transition to Y7 in order 

to boost children's self-esteem, happiness and to contribute to making an impact on the 

child's learning in class. 

I am passionate about working with children and over 20 years I have held a variety of 

roles including being Teaching Assistants and working in Nurseries and Children 

Centres. 

My interests include going to the Theatre, Cinema and spending time with friends and 

family. I am also passionate about reading in my spare time. 

I am really looking forward to being Salisbury Road's Learning Mentor in this exciting 

new role and working for the LAT. 

If I am working with your child, I would be very happy to meet with you so I can 

introduce myself and my role. I can be contacted via the school office. 

The designated members of staff for Child Protection are: - Ciara Moran, Emma Benton 

and Kerry White. 

 

 

 

 

 



Where can I find out information about Salisbury Roads approach to 

approach for pupils with SEN and what support they provide? 

 

 

Our school website has lots of information linked to Special Educational Needs. This 

can be found in the ‘Key Information’ section. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The school’s approach to pupils with SEN is documented in the school’s SEN Policy on 

our website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.salisburyroad.co.uk/special-educational-needs/  
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Further information can be found in the school’s most recent OfSTED report. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.salisburyroad.co.uk/ofsted-reports/  

 

 

The school prospectus also contains information about our approach to pupils with SEN. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.salisburyroad.co.uk/prospectus/  

 

 

http://www.salisburyroad.co.uk/ofsted-reports/
http://www.salisburyroad.co.uk/prospectus/


What further external support can the school access to support children 

with additional needs and their families? 

 

At Salisbury Road we work with a range of external agencies that can provide 

additional support. Where a need has been identified by the parents and/or by the 

school, the SENDCO will seek advice and support from the appropriate agency in order 

to meet the needs of the child. Pupils also contribute in this process. 

 

The external agencies that Salisbury Road works with are: -   

 

•  Livewell (NHS) Speech and Language therapists 

•  Communication Interaction Team 

•  The Educational Psychologist- Sarah Aldrich 

•  MAST- Multi Agency Support Team  

•  Family support workers 

•  Sensory Support Team for hearing and vision 

•  Plymouth strategic advice and support 

•  Child Development Centre 

•  CAMHS 

•  Social workers 

 

How are parents/carers and children with SEN supported to share their views 

and concerns and work alongside the school? 

 

We believe that it is important to work in partnership with parents, carers and 

children. The following arrangements are made so that parents/carers and 

children are consulted about the individual needs of their child at all stages in 

the process: - 

 

• Parent meetings with teaching staff  

• Termly pupil progress meetings 

• Children are continuously assessed and if they do not meet their targets: 

provision is then used to support their learning 

• Parents are consulted if the child is receiving individual support by 

SENDCO or teaching staff  

• Children have an Individual Education Plan where targets are discussed 

with the pupil and are then shared with the parent. Children are actively 

invited to contribute to making their own targets.  

• If a pupil is struggling to access learning in the classroom the parent is 

consulted and Teaching Assistants, the SENDCO, teachers and the 

learning mentor can provide 1:1 support for the pupil if needed. 



• If a child requires multi-agency support, a Team Around Me meeting or a 

EHA – it can be used to establish a forum for different professionals to 

meet to discuss support for the child and their family  

• Children and parents are invited to contribute to the Annual Review 

meetings for children with statements or Education Health Care Plans.  

 

 

 

 

Who is the person I should talk to if I have a concern about the support being 

provided for my child at the school? 

We very much hope that you will be happy with the provision for SEN at Salisbury Road 

Primary School. However, if you are not, there are several ways to resolve this. 

If you are concerned about the type of support your child is receiving in school, please 

talk to the class teacher first, who will then consult with members of staff if needed. 

Members of staff will aim to work with you to resolve your concerns. 
 

Others who can help with your concern: - 
 

The Executive Head Teacher - Ciara Moran, Head of School - Emma Benton 
 

Assistant Head teachers 

     Emma Foster (Head of Year 4)                 Paul Kowalski (Head of Year 2) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

SENDCO – Kerry White - will also point you in the right direction of any support 

groups that may help you and your family. 

 

There are a range of agencies, which offer additional advice and support. There are 

links to some of these on our school webpage:- Your Child, Your voice 

http://www.yourchildyourvoice.org.uk/  
 

http://www.yourchildyourvoice.org.uk/


Additionally, Plymouth Information, Advice and Support (PIAS) offer impartial advice 

and support relating to Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND).  PIAS 

provides parents, carers of children and young people with SEND and also the children 

and young people independently with: 

 

 Support at meetings 

 Support around education and training issues. 

 

Information can be found at:- www.plymouthias.org.uk or you can speak to someone by 

telephoning: (01752) 258933 

How can I share my concerns or make a complaint? 

 
If the issue cannot be resolved, then please request a copy of the complaints 

procedure from the school office and there is also a complaints procedure and this is 

available on our website. The Chair of Governors will deal with your complaint.  
 

 

Where can I find information about the Local Authority’s Local Offer for 

children and young people with SEN and their families? 

 
Plymouth’s Local Offer can be found: -  

 

http://www.plymouthonlinedirectory.com/kb5/plymouth/directory/localoffer.page  

 

This contains a directory of services available to parents and children and provides 

information regarding Special Educational Needs and Disabilities support in Plymouth. 

For any other information about our school and the opportunities we offer please refer 

to our website, prospectus or contact the school office on (01752) 660 566 

 

 

 

 

 

End note 

 
We hope that this report provides you with more information about how children with 

Special Educational Needs and Disabilities are supported at Salisbury Road. In addition 

to this report you could access our SEND policy via our website or from the school 

office for more detail regarding SEND. Alternatively, please come and speak to a 

member of staff. 
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