
 

 

OFFICIAL 

Erasmus+ and Connecting Classrooms in Plymouth  

PTSA are delighted to announce that we have been successful in receiving a large-scale project grant 

from Erasmus+ to work with schools and organisations in Sweden, Romania and Spain (see project 

outline below). The project is entitled ‘The Great Debate’ and will build upon the strong foundations 

of The Plymouth Oracy Project. Initially involving three schools in the city, this project will host 

professional development and dissemination events to support more schools, with outcomes 

including best practice guidance on debating and discussion, evidence-informed teaching plans and a 

teacher toolkit.  

‘Pupils need for both learning and life, not only to be able to provide relevant and focused answers 

but also to learn how to pose their own questions and how to use talk to narrate, explain, speculate, 

imagine, hypothesise, explore, evaluate, discuss, argue, reason and justify. This project aims to 

develop quality discussion and debate in upper KS2 (pre-high school) through climate change and 

environmental issues.’  

We have seen the impact of arguments reflecting current agendas on the local, European and world 

stage: Brexit, Covid-19, Climate Change, world leaders and Social Media Intrusion have led to, not 

only heated arguments, but fights and even families and friends falling out. Have we lost the skill of 

debate? Can we not state our point of view without being insulting to those who hold a different 

belief? We want to create a positive learning outcome from recent public outbursts of anger and 

argument. We will, in this project, show children and young people how to debate fairly and to forge 

new skills to listen, explore other peoples' viewpoints and yet remain friends.  

This project will develop critical thinking, problem solving, public speaking experience (on a 

transnational stage), good oracy skills, conflict resolution, empathy, confidence and presentation 

skills.’ 

In addition to this project, PTSA have been successful with a Connecting Classrooms bid for 34 

schools in both Plymouth and Ghana to join together in Oracy, Art and Religious Education projects, 

hopefully with reciprocal visits (when safe to do so).  

If you are a school who would like to be involved with international linking and projects, please get 

into contact with us for further details. Locally we have been collecting case studies from previous 

pupils involved with the Plymouth-Ghana Link.  

‘The opportunity to participate in the Link came at a critical time, enriching both my and the visitors’ 

educations by exposing us to different perspectives on school, teaching us to be self-aware and 

encouraging us to learn outside the classroom.’ 

‘Experiencing the Ghanaian Culture inspired me to take up the opportunity to travel abroad during 

my University placement. It gave me the confidence to live with a host family in New Zealand for a 

year, which is something that I would have not previously considered. The 

students I met were all focused on their studies and wanted to achieve aspiring 

careers. Their ambition has made me a more determined person and I now 

strive to achieve my best. If I ever had the opportunity to visit Ghana again, I 

would certainly take it! I can honestly say that it was a life-changing 

experience and I learnt a lot about myself in such a short space of time.’  


