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2 March 2021 

 

Dear Head Teacher 

Firstly thank you for the monumental efforts you have made throughout the pandemic to ensure that 

Plymouth children continue to get the education and support they need at this very difficult time. The 

support you have provided particularly for our vulnerable and disadvantaged children will have made 

a huge positive difference to many families in the city.  

As I know you will understand, many parents in Plymouth who have lost their jobs due to the 

pandemic or have taken a pay cut due to being furloughed will be concerned about purchasing new 

school uniform ahead of March 8 when schools fully reopen to all pupils.  

 

The Uniform Store, Plymouth is planning to restart a click and collect service in the next few weeks 

and will open again at its New George Street store for the Summer Holidays. They have a free 

service providing families with kit before returning to school.  

 

Furthermore some parents have contacted us about the fact that they are struggling to get uniform 

and other back to school items as non essential shops remain closed, and are not due to reopen 

before schools do. 

 

I know that many of you have in place schemes to support parents who are struggling with these 

challenges, however in addition to this we are writing to you to ask if you can offer some temporary 

relaxation of your uniform policy until the end of term due to the highly exceptional circumstances. 

We believe this relaxation would help to make things a little easier for some families in our city who 

are struggling due to the impact of coronavirus. Also, if you have schemes in place for supporting 

parents who find themselves in this position, please let us know about them and we will help to 

promote them through the Council’s communication channels.  

 

Yours sincerely  

 

Councillor Jon Taylor and Councillor Jemima Laing 
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