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Child Safeguarding Practice Review Panel 

8th March 2021 

Dear Colleague, 

I am writing to you as the new Chair of the independent Child Safeguarding Practice Review 

Panel to update you about the Panel’s work.  It is clearly vital that there is effective two-way 

dialogue between local Safeguarding Partnerships (SPs) and the Panel. We are taking two 

specific actions to enhance engagement with you.   

1. We will identify a Panel member to link to each of the nine English regions to support 

discussions between us on issues of mutual interest. We will send further information in 

due course.  

2. We have commissioned an external organisation to undertake research and intelligence 
gathering through discussion with local SPs and other stakeholders.  This will help us 
understand better the impact of the Panel’s work and what could be done to improve 
communication. 

The Panel’s second annual report is due to be published in April. It will set out our priorities 
for 2021-2022, along with analysis of themes from work in 2020. This will provide what we 
hope is a valuable ‘window’ into safeguarding practice. In the meantime, below I provide a 
summary of current and proposed areas of Panel focus.  

National reviews 

1. Criminal Exploitation  

The Panel’s national review “It Was Hard to Escape” focussed on adolescents at risk of child 

criminal exploitation (CCE) (March 2020). We continue to liaise with government officials 

around the implementation of the review’s four key recommendations.  We are now following 

this up with a ‘Phase 2’ examination of CCE cases received by the Panel since the report 

was published. We will evaluate implementation of the review’s findings, identify good 

practice and survey wider national work. 

  

2. Sudden Unexpected Death in Infancy 

Our second national review on safeguarding children at risk from sudden unexpected death 

in infancy (SUDI) ‘Out of Routine’ was published in July 2020. The report made three 

national recommendations that we are discussing with the Department of Health and Social 

Care, Public Health England and the National Child Mortality Database. We have also 

identified two areas for further research and are exploring how these might be taken forward 

with partner organisations. 

 

3. Non Accidental Injury to Children under 1  
Work continues on our third National Review about non-accidental injury (NAI) in children 
under one. In 2020, 35% of 514 children identified in significant incident notifications 
concerned children in this age group.  The Review is giving particular focus to the role of 
men since they are often the perpetrators of such harm and too often are ‘invisible’ to 
services.  It is an area moreover where there is very little research evidence. The Review is 
therefore including interviews with a small group of men who have been convicted of this 
type of offence. Analysis of these interviews, together with the outcomes of stakeholder 
discussions, case analysis and the literature review, will provide the basis for the Review 
report. This is due to be published in June 2021.   

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safeguarding-children-at-risk-from-criminal-exploitation
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safeguarding-children-at-risk-from-sudden-unexpected-infant-death
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/child-safeguarding-practice-review-panel-third-national-review
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Thematic analyses 

1. Supporting Vulnerable Children and Families during Covid-19 

The Panel undertook a thematic analysis of rapid reviews reported to the Panel during the 

initial Covid-19 outbreak between March and September 2020. A Practice Briefing was 

issued in December 2020, which is attached to this letter, and has been followed up by a 

very well attended webinar in January 2021. Further thematic analysis is being undertaken 

on cases we have seen from October 2020 to March 2021.  

 

2. Safeguarding children who are not visible to schools (Elective Home 
Education) 

The Panel has received a number of reviews about children who were harmed or died and 

who were also being EHE.  We know that this is an area of concern to some SPs. Our focus 

is specifically on those children who are vulnerable to safeguarding risks if they are not at 

school. We have commissioned an analysis of these cases to examine the extent to which 

EHE has been a factor in the serious harm or death of a child.  

3. Domestic Abuse  

We are scoping some work on domestic abuse, in recognition of its salience in so much child 

safeguarding practice.  It will also respond to The Ministry of Justice Response to the 

Consultation on Assessing risk of harm to children and parents in private law children cases 

which recommended that the Panel conduct a statutory national practice based review of 

domestic abuse cases in private law children proceedings. 

 

4. Risk Assessment and Decision Making  

The Panel has identified risk assessment and decision-making as a critical cross cutting 
theme in the reviews it has received.  It also a perennial theme of very many historical 
inquiries about children who have died or been seriously injured. We are currently scoping 
this project and will want to engage with SPs at every stage. 
 

5. Serious Incident Notifications (SINs) 

The Panel has discerned considerable variation in how the criteria for serious harm are 
interpreted.  We have examined the pattern of SINs over the past three years; this indicates 
that some areas rarely or have never notified an incident. Conversely, we have sometimes 
received notifications that do not, in our view, meet the criteria for serious harm.  We 
recognise that this is a complex issue and are therefore looking to engage with some 
individual SPs to understand better their decision-making.   
 
I hope that this information is helpful. It has inevitably been an unusual period during which 
to take on this role, however, I am keen to maximise opportunities for discussion with SPs. 
Please do contact me via mailbox.nationalreviewpanel@education.gov.uk if you would like to 
discuss any issues of concern or interest.  
 
Yours sincerely,  

 

Annie Hudson,  

Chair of the Child Safeguarding Practice Review Panel 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/assessing-risk-of-harm-to-children-and-parents-in-private-law-children-cases

