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Date  22 April 2021 My Ref   Your Ref       

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

COVID Local Support Grant (CLSG) 

 

I am writing to you advising that we were informed by the Department of Work and Pensions 

(DWP) on 14th April that a £40 million COVID Local Support Grant (CLSG) will be made available to 

cover the period to 20 June 2021 to support those most in need across England with the cost of 
food, energy (heating, cooking, lighting), water bills (including sewerage) and other essentials. 

Effectively, this is an extension of the COVID Winter Grant Scheme (CWGS) that closed on 16th 

April 2021. Plymouth is set to receive circa £217,892. 

 

Given the short notice, our intention is to continue with the eVoucher code model and I have asked 

my team to make this so. 

 

In order to ensure you receive your eVoucher code allocation in a timely manner, it will be necessary 

to close the Free School Meal register on Wednesday 12th May 2021. It is my intention to distribute 

eVoucher codes to you from Friday 21st May 2021. Management Information (MI) returns will be 

need to be returned to my team by Friday 11th June 2021 to meet the DWP required return date of 

Friday 9th July 2021 to WinterGrantScheme@plymouth.gov.uk mail box. 

 

As with last time, those who you have identified as being in hardship who fall just outside the 

threshold for benefits and allowances may be included. For example, if a child or young person who 

may now be eligible for free school meals due to a recent change in their family’s circumstances, but 

has yet to be formally registered. WGS is not an extension of FSM but it may include vulnerable 

households who do receive free school meals.  Refugees and asylum seekers may fall also in to this 

category.   

 

Schools should confirm the number of eVoucher codes for both their FSM students and the hardship 

cohort to the WinterGrantScheme@plymouth.gov.uk mail box also by Wednesday 12th May 2021. 
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I would also like to let you know that the eVoucher code provider (Blackhawk) has confirmed that 

Aldi will be added to the portfolio of supermarkets where vouchers can be redeemed.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Ming Zhang 

Service Director (Education, Participation and Skills) 

 

 


