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FAQs 1
Q: Are FE colleges and sixth forms eligible for funding?
A: No. The remit for this funding is purely school based

Q: Are independent schools eligible for funding?
A: As a general rule independent schools are not eligible to receive funding as the DfE have specified that this funding is 
for state schools. That said, if there is an independent school which has a facility e.g. a school pool which is extensively 
used by local schools for school swimming (and without some funding may not be able to open to provide this facility) 
then we can consider this but only on a case-by-case basis.

Q: Can the funding be used to support previously open facilities or opening facilities for the first time?
A: Yes, it can be used to support both. Funding can be used to help a school extend their existing community use.

Q: Can the funding be used to take pupils offsite to use the facilities at a nearby facility such as a leisure centre? 
A: No, this funding is for opening facilities on school sites.

Q. How do schools apply? 

A. Active Devon have created an Expression of Interest form. Schools can only apply for funding and support through this 
form.

https://forms.office.com/r/7dBbbA2ipV
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FAQs 2
Q: Is the focus on reactivating after school club provision or opening school facilities? 
A: The focus is opening school facilities. We will only be funding secondary schools who commit to one of the other four 
priorities to improve their after school club offer. Primary schools should use their Primary PE and Sport Premium for this. 

Q: Can the money be used to pay for transport to support children’s transportation from rural areas? 
A: No. Paying of transportation costs is not in the scope of this funding as payment of transportation costs would not 
directly open up school facilities. 

Q: Can the money be used to cover breakfast and lunchtime clubs? 
A: No.

Q: Can the funding be used to take pupils offsite to use the facilities at a nearby facility such as a leisure centre? 
A: No, this funding is for opening facilities on school sites. 

Q: Can the funding be used to re-open swimming pools on school sites? 
A: Yes, we expect that funding will be used to help support schools to re-open their swimming pools. 

Q: Our school doesn’t have a high percentage of disadvantaged or SEND pupils, can we still apply? 

A: Yes, however we will be prioritising applications from schools that do. As well as schools who have the greatest need to 
support those young people who may have been most affected by the pandemic.
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FAQs 3
Q: Can the funding be used to re-open those facilities that face additional barriers due to COVID-19 and need support to 
reopen? 

A: Yes, we expect funding to be used to help schools open up facilities in a COVID19 secure manner. For example, to 
help schools to meet COVID-19 measures such as purchasing additional signage, touch free entry points, Perspex screens 
and additional cleaning equipment. 

Q: Is there a deadline to apply for funding? 
A: Yes, we have initially set a deadline of Friday 28th May 2021 for schools looking for investment.

Q: Am I required to complete any reporting? 
A: Yes, clear guidance on reporting expectations will be provided to all schools that receive funding. 

Q: Can anyone else other than schools apply for funding? 

A: No, only schools will be able to apply for funding. Multi Academy Trust’s, coaches, SSPs, clubs etc. may want to support 
schools with their applications, however only schools can apply and receive funding. Schools can then utilise funding to 
bring in support to deliver after school provision, manage facilities etc. 

Q. What Is the deadline for spending this funding? 
A. All funding must be spent or committed by 31 August 2021. 
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Eligible Spend 1
What can the funding be used for?
DfE & Sport England don’t want to be too prescriptive on what the funding can and can’t be used for. They expect 
funding to be used to help schools to offer community use and extra-curricular opportunities, including opening facilities 
in a COVID-19 secure manner.

Funding cannot be used for:
❑ Large scale capital / building works.
❑ Any loss of revenue as a result of facilities being closed due to COVID-19 restrictions.
❑ Marketing and advertising.
❑ Any costs associated with the maintenance.
❑ Technical development or updating of existing websites or for the development/creation of new websites.

After school provision for pupils in primary schools should be funded by the PE and Sport Premium, this facilities funding 
should focus on wider community engagement.
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Eligible Spend 2
From previous work and recent consultation with schools in phase one of the Opening School Facilities programme 
across other counties in the Country we believe the following considerations for funding may be useful:

This list is not exhaustive but to prompt thinking. 

Staffing (short term)

❑ Additional cleaning hours

❑ Additional staff time to open/close (evenings, 
weekend and school holidays)

❑ Activity deliverers (schools with secondary aged pupils 
only)

❑ Administration time (bookings/phone/liaison)

❑ Facility Manager (booking system/policies and 
procedures/staffing)

❑ Engagement (co-design with pupils and the 
community)

Equipment

❑ Additional sports, activity and storage equipment

❑ Adaptive equipment to improve accessibility for young 
people with SEND

Facilities 

❑ Access keypads – removes need for additional staffing

❑ Playground/pitch/hall markings

❑ Improve accessibility for young people with SEND

Covid Measures

❑ Additional signage

❑ Touch free entry points

❑ Perspex screens

❑ Additional cleaning equipment

❑ Deep clean

School Swimming Pools (more advice available from 
Swim England – return to swim)

❑ Water testing kits

❑ Plant servicing

https://www.swimming.org/swimengland/pool-return-guidance-documents/

