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Date:  10 June 2021 

 

Dear Headteachers/Principals and CEOs 

 

It is a great pleasure for me to introduce myself as the Lead Member for Education and Children’s 

Services. 

 

Having been a shadow lead member of the past few years, I have seen and heard many great things 

that school leaders in Plymouth have been doing and achieving, rising up to the challenge we are 

facing in the pandemic while improving the outcomes for the children of the city. The most recent 

news that the city is selected as part of a national “levelling up” trailblazer will bring in some extra 

funding for Plymouth’s school improvement initiatives, in particular for our effort to increase the 

number of Good or Outstanding secondary schools. I am sure this programme will have good 

impacts beyond young people at secondary schools. 

 

While I will have opportunities to meet most of you, I would like to say something about my 

background: 

 

I was born and brought up in Dunfermline in Scotland.  I left to study Social Policy at Loughborough 

and then qualified as a Youth and Community worker at the University of Cumbria.  I was the 

manager of a Community Centre in the Midlands when the opportunity arose to move to Plymouth 

in April 1999 with my family.  I initially undertook some voluntary work at Woodlands School and 

was a Governor at Whitleigh Community Primary School.  After a short while, I found employment 

as a Youth Worker in Plymouth. 

 
In 2006, I decided on a career change and gained a BSc (Hons) in Business Management and followed 

this with a PGCE from University of Plymouth.  I lectured in Business Management at Duchy College 

for a spell, before working for the Prince’s Trust, assisting young people to set up and run their own 

business.  I entered Local Government in 2014, being elected to represent Budshead Ward.  This 

coincided with my returning to Duchy College to work in the Foundation Learning Department.  I 

undertook teaching and support work.  

 

  

Councillor Dave Downie 

Cabinet Member for Education, Skills, 

Children and Young People 

 

Plymouth City Council 

Council House 

Plymouth  PL1 2AA 

 

T  07887 057406 

E  dave.downie@plymouth.gov.uk 
 www.plymouth.gov.uk 
 

mailto:dave.downie@plymouth.gov.uk
http://www.plymouth.gov.uk/


 

 

OFFICIAL 

From there, I was appointed as the Manager of the seclusion unit at Plympton Academy. At the time 

of writing, I am just about to take up the role of Career Development Coach with the Skills Group 

 

I have held the position of Cabinet Member for Safer and Stronger Communities and now have the 

portfolio for Education & Skills, Children, Young People and Families.  As a father of four children, 

two of whom are still in education, and having many years’ experience in working with and for young 

people, I am extremely excited to take on this role and help to make a difference to the life chances 

of young people in our City. 

 

I look forward to working with the school leaders in the city in our drive to improve the education 

outcomes for all our children. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Councillor Dave Downie 

Cabinet Member for Education, Skills, Children and Young People 


