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Via e-mail  
 
 
Date: 4th June 2021             My Ref: RH Your Ref:    
 
 
Dear Setting Lead  

 
We are now in a place where we have a lot of good news about the case rates 
across Plymouth – our rates are low, close to the South West average and well 
below the average for England. 
 
Looking towards 21 June, there is a great deal of uncertainty over the future. Cases 
are low across the city at present and we have very low numbers in hospital, but we 
need to be predicting what will happen to case rates in two to three weeks’ time. 
Factors that could influence case rates include the new variant, vaccine protection 
against that variant, as well as the number of younger people still waiting to be 
eligible for a vaccine.  
 
On the one hand cases remain low overall and the vaccine rollout is going well. We 
are also seeing that the vaccine is working with low rates in older and more 
vulnerable people, even in the areas that are currently facing higher case rates. On 
the other hand, caution is key as we are seeing significant outbreaks in some areas 
of the country, which are linked to new variants. This is making people unwell and 
putting pressure on hospitals. 
 
The next few weeks will help us to see which of the many models is right, and what 
steps can safely be taken on 21 June. 
 
Our latest stakeholder bulletin (attached) takes the opportunity to remind people that 
the restrictions set out in the road map are limits, not targets, and that we want to 
encourage everyone to take the safe options – meeting outdoors, testing regularly as 
well as hands, face, space.  
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WHO have renamed the COVID-19 variants using the Greek alphabet to avoid 
naming them after the country or area they were first detected, but also to make 
them easier to say. Our bulletin sets this out as well as the situation with the Delta 
variant, which we are currently seeing spread across the country. There is no 
evidence that this variant is spreading in Plymouth or surrounding areas, but we do 
have to expect it to arrive soon.  
 
Finally, the vaccine rollout is going well with over 150,900 people across the city 
having had their first dose. We are now looking at the best way to encourage uptake 
in 18-30 year olds, as well as remind people already invited that it is not too late to 
book.  
 
As always, collaboration is essential to communicate consistent, clear messages and 
we would value your help in this regard. From retweeting to using our content, any 
way in which you can ‘amplify’ the messages would be much appreciated.   
 
If you need support or have any questions, please email us at: 
COVID19@plymouth.gov.uk.  Let us know what you need, and we will do our best to 
help. In the meantime, I will continue to send regular updates setting out the position 
in Plymouth, the actions we are undertaking and address any issues of wider 
concern.  
  
Best wishes 
 

 
 
Ruth Harrell 
Director of Public health 
Plymouth City Council  
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