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Dear Colleagues 

 

It is with great pleasure that we can announce that the Plymouth Early Years Improvement team are 

planning to re-launch the Bristol Standard Quality Improvement framework from September 2022. 

Involvement will be dependent on a minimum number of early years and childcare settings and 

schools buying in to our offer, which is outlined below.  

 

The Bristol Standard is a nationally and internationally recognised self-evaluation framework which 

helps Early Years and Play settings to develop and improve the quality and effectiveness of their 

provision through an annual cycle of reflection. The Bristol Standard will help your school or setting 
to establish a clear understanding of vision, values, principles and practice. It provides a framework 

for celebrating current good practice and identifying targets for improvement.   

 

To find out more, go to the-Bristol-standard 
 

Our 2 year offer includes: 

• Support to complete a 2 year pathway; 5 dimensions in the first year followed by a further 5 

in the second year 

• A Bristol Standard launch event  

• Three Bristol Standard network meetings a year 

• Mentor support and guidance  

• Email support 

• New Digital Submission and e-mentoring 

• Access to a range of online resources 

• Validation from an independent trained panel of early years experts from across the South 

West 

• Certificate of validation and the Bristol Standard logo to display your commitment to quality     
improvement 

 

For Plymouth settings and schools who wish to use the Bristol Standard Quality Improvement 

framework from 1 September 2022 to 31 July 2024 the cost will be £650 per setting/school for the 

two year package.  

 

To secure this price we request a payment by 25 March 2022 as the availability of this 

offer is dependent on a minimum number of providers buying in. We will not be able to 

accept payments after this point.  

 

Payment in full (£650) will be needed by Friday 25 March 2022. Once you make a decision to 

participate in the Bristol Standard please contact earlyyears@plymouth.gov.uk no later than 

Monday 21 March. A member of our finance team will then contact you to arrange the payment 

before the deadline of 25 March. This fee is non-refundable. 

https://www.bristolearlyyears.org.uk/the-bristol-standard/
mailto:earlyyears@plymouth.gov.uk


 

 

OFFICIAL 

 

Schools and settings can apply for a Plymouth City Council interest free loan to pay the £650 up 

front (plus £60 administration fee) which would allow you to pay in instalments over a twelve month 

period. If you are interested in the loan, please contact earlyyears@plymouth.gov.uk by 31 January 

2022 to discuss this option.  

 

If you would like to find out more about the Bristol Standard and what is involved, please contact Mel 

O’Leary, Early Years Improvement Officer: mel.o’leary@plymouth.gov.uk 

  

Plymouth schools and settings have a long and successful history of involvement with the Bristol 

Standard which demonstrates commitment to reflective practice, self-evaluation and continuous 

quality improvement, often recognised by Ofsted.  

 

We very much hope that our involvement with this nationally recognised and valued quality 

improvement award will be able to commence once again. 

 

Kind regards  

 

Add Sue’s signature 
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